Suicidal drowning in Southwestern Croatia: a 25-year review.
We designed a retrospective study to analyze suicidal drowning deaths occurring between 1981 and 2005. During the study period there were 134 cases of suicidal drowning accounting 10% of all suicides, and 31% of all drowning deaths. Of the 134 drowning suicides, 76 (57%) incidents occurred in the sea, 46 (34%) in water wells, 8 (6%) in rivers, and 4 (3%) in bathtubs. During the study period, cases of suicidal drowning were not identified in males and females under the age of 20. In females aged 65 years and older, drowning represents the most common type of suicide. Commonly, the victims were sober at the time of the incident. Cases of suicidal drowning committed in water wells are unexpectedly high, considering abundance of salt water.